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Dear Councilmembers, Attached, find a letter from the Invest in
Youth Coalition and over 56 youth development providers across
the City of Los Angeles asking you to take the necessary steps
toward the creation of the City's first stand-alone Department
focused on youth. Today, youth and young adults in the City of
Los Angeles are facing the impact of the City's under-investment
in youth development and over-investment in law enforcement,
and this inequity has been magnified by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Over the past 7 years, youth have been leading an effort to create
a stand-alone department that will prioritize youth by investing in
their future. The City needs a systemic change now in order to
address the inequities faced by youth of color. As our elected
leaders and representatives, we urge you to act now to take the
following actions: -Schedule and hold a hearing on the motion to
establish a Youth Development Department. -Approve the
establishment of the City’s Youth Development Department that
will focus on youth development, youth employment, youth
empowerment, and violence prevention. -Allocate $1.7 million in
the 2021-22 budget to seed the department per the CAO report.
Our Invest in Youth leaders, along with our coalition, will be
following up with your office shortly as we would love the
opportunity to meet with your office to discuss our campaign and
our letter. Respectfully, The Invest In Youth Coalition and Youth
Leaders



March 15, 2021

The Honorable City Councilmembers
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Council File 21- 0223 Motion to Establish a Youth Development Department
Dear Councilmembers:

The Invest in Youth Coalition, comprised of nonprofit organizations, community leaders, educators, parents,
and young people has focused the last seven years to elevate the voices of youth to lead change in the City of
Los Angeles by advocating for the establishment of the City’s first Youth Development Department. Today
this call to action is more critical as a result of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on young people of
color because it has magnified the disparities in education, access to resources, safety, and employment
opportunities. The City’s youth are now faced with learning loss that will lead to dramatic future quality of
life issues if we don’t develop a strategic vision to address these disparities.

As our elected leaders and representatives we urge you to act now to take the following actions:

Schedule and hold a hearing on the motion to establish a Youth Development Department.
Approve the establishment of the City’s Youth Development Department that will focus on
youth development, youth employment, youth empowerment, and violence prevention.

° Allocate $1.7 million in the 2021-22 budget to seed the department per the CAO report.

City Council established an Executive Task Force on Youth Development in 2019 charged with the important
task of developing a framework and strategy for youth development in Los Angeles. The Task Force led by
appointees of the City Council and Mayor held public meetings and town halls from April 2020 - January
2021, culminating with a report and recommendations to City Council. The report highlights the need to
establish a stand alone youth department that is focused on violence prevention, youth employment and
whole person care in order to address the inequities faced by the City’s youth ages 10-25. It also calls for
seed funding to develop the initial infrastructure as well as a redirection of youth employment and youth
workforce development funds from the Economic and Workforce Development Department to the new
Youth Development Department. It is critical to have a separate department that will focus on youth and
young adults in order to improve outcomes for this population and to reduce violence in the City.

The lack of a dedicated department to serve the City’s 800,000 youth and young adults not only prevents the
City from creating a coordinated vision to serve youth but prevents the City from leveraging additional
Federal, State and County funds as well as coordinating with philanthropic organizations to serve the needs
of the City’s youth. As a result, the City is leaving a large amount of funds on the table including its share of
Measure J, Probation Department, and Public Health dollars that could be used to invest in the City’s most
vulnerable youth. Additionally, investing in young people is the most effective public safety strategy and
must be a priority for the City given the increasing gun violence and homicides in the City.
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As the City’s leaders, you must act boldly and proactively to move beyond political agendas to invest our
public dollars wisely and achieve better results for youth. The creation of a Youth Department will provide
the City with an opportunity to build an infrastructure that will ensure greater accountability for public
resources, and to demonstrate that this City’s thoughtful, proactive and preventative investments reflect the
value it places on our young people’s future creating future generations of leaders in our communities.

Respectfully,

The Invest In Youth Coalition

*Signed by individual supporting organizations and youth below*
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Geszs  AWOKE

=A{ Proyecto Pastoral
Wﬁ‘ at gglores Mission

Pamela Agustin
Coalition Manager
East Side Leads

Pierre Arreola
Co-Founder & Executive Director
AWOKE & The GR818ERS

Betty Avila
Executive Director
Self Help Graphics

Adela Barajas
Life. After.Uncivil.Ruthless.Acts

Vikki Balet
Director
Keep Youth Doing Something , Inc.

Sharon Balmer Cartagena
Directing Attorney, Children’s Rights Project
Public Counsel

Maria Brenes
Executive Director
InnerCity Struggle

Charisse Bremond Weaver
President and CEO
Brotherhood Crusade
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LABOR COMMUNITY

3)) STRATEGY
-)O CENTER

Julee Brooks
CEO

Woodcraft Rangers

Tony Brown
Executive Director
Heart of Los Angeles

Michelle Burton, PhD
Chief Strategy Officer
Director, Social Change Institute

Lou Calanche
Executive Director
Legacy LA

Belinda Campos, MPH
Program Manager
Public Health Advocates

Michael Centeno
Executive Director
Tia Chucha’s Centro Cultural & Bookstore

Olga Corona De La Cruz
State Director
Changeist

Emmanuel Deleage
Executive Director
CASA 0101 Theater



Rudy Espinoza
Executive Director
Inclusive Action for the City

Raul Estrada
Executive Director, El Centro de Ayuda

Mario Fedelin
CEO
Changeist

Veronica Flores
Chief Executive Officer
Community Health Councils

Quetzal Flores
Director of Cultural Power
Community Power Collective

Zacariah Flores
Youth Organizer
Latino Equality Alliance

Ben Garcia
Student Coordinator
Kid City Hope Place

Natalie Godinez
Community Engagement Coordinator
Self Help Graphics & Art

Anne Hawthorn
Executive Director
Kid City Hope Place

Gary Hardie
Policy and Advocacy Director
Social Justice Learning Institute

Liz Herrera, LCSW

Executive Director

El Nido Family Centers

Asuka Hisa

Director of Learning and Engagement
Institute of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles

Rev. Zachary Hoover
Executive Director
LA Voice

Eric Hubbard
Director of Development & Strategic Partnership
Jovenes Inc.

Barbara Kappos
Executive Director
East Los Angeles Women's Center
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Mark Kenyon
Executive Director
North East Trees

Amy Kitchener
Executive Director
Alliance for California Traditional Arts

John Kim
Advancement Project California

Elidia Ledesma, MPH
Executive Director
Arts for Healing Justice Network

Renato Lira
Executive Director
San Fernando LGBTQ Center

Emmanuel Limaco
Vice President, MEChA de Cal State LA

Brad Lupien
President and C.E.O.
Arc

Betty Marin
Program Manager,
Alliance for California Traditional Arts

Martha M. Matsuoka
Executive Director
Urban & Environmental Policy Institute

Monica Mejia
President and CEO
East LA Community Corporation

Tammy E. Membreiio
Executive Director
Barrio Action Youth & Family Center

Armando Molina
Artistic Director
Company of Angels

Angel Mortel
Community Organizer
LA Voice

Normandie Nigh
CE.O
A World Fit for Kids!



Jorge Nuiio
The Big House

Veronica Padilla-Campos
Executive Director
Pacoima Beautiful

Maryjane Puffer, BSN, MPA
Executive Director
The Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health

Alberto Retana
President and C.E.O.
Community Coalition

Kim Richards
CEO
Boys and Girls Club of Carson

Cynthia Sanchez
CEO, Proyecto Pastoral

Stu Semigran
President and Co-Founder
EduCare Foundation

William Seymour Frost
Executive Director & Founding Member
L.A.C.E.R. Afterschool Programs

Rosa Soto
Executive Director
The Wellness Center

Youth Sign Ons

Jacqueline Aguirre, 20

CD 13 Youth Leader, Invest In Youth
Jennifer Argueta, 23

College Persistence Case Manager
Gabriela Arreola, 24

GRYD Case Manager

Valeria Arroyo, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ana Sophia Araujo, 18

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
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Juan C. Torres, MPA
Executive Director
Gang Alternatives Program (GAP)

Benjamin A. Torres
President and C.E.O
CD Tech

Hector Verdugo
Associate Director
Homeboy Industries

Building Healthy Communities Boyle Heights

Ketchum YMCA Teens and Government
Delegation

Timothy Watkins Sr.,
President and CEO
Watts Labor Community Action Committee

Geoff Wilson
Executive Director
America SCORES LA

Mark Wilson

President and CEO

Coalition for Responsible Community
Development (CRCD)

Richard L. Zaldivar
Executive Director and Founder
The Wall las Memorias Project

Chantal Arteaga, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Jocelyn Benavides, 19

CD 14 Youth Leader, Invest In Youth
Michelle Benavides, 25

CD 14 Invest in Youth Campaign Lead

Anthony Bermeo, 12
CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Andrea Bizarro, 18
CD 14 Youth Organizer, Changeist
Tanya Borja, 27

CD 13 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader



Alina Carmona, 25

High School Case Manager & Education Advocate

Natalie Castaneda, 24

CD 12 Youth Leader, Invest In Youth
Abraham Castillo, 15

CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Cassandra Castillo-Tapia, 20
Youth Organizer, Invest In Youth
Noel Castillo, 22

CD 9 Youth Leader, Invest In Youth

Kiersten Comer, 22
CD 12 Invest in Youth Leader
Anaie Cordova, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Kasandra Cordova, 20
Youth Organizer, Invest In Youth

Jasmine Cordova, 17
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Katty Correa, 16
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Oscar Cortez, 24
CD 9, Invest in Youth, Youth Leader
Michelle Crisanto, 17

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Emmanuel Cruz, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Karla Cruz, 21
CD 4 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Sebastian Cruz, 10
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Bryant Cumplido, 20
CD14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Melody De la Nuez, 11
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Nathalie Diaz

CD 6 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
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Oscar Alberto Dominguez, 25
CD 1 Youth Organizer, Invest In Youth

Metzi Duenas, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Sinthya Duran, 16

CD 1 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Jeremiah Espinoza, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Xotchilt Estrada, 20

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Fabiola Farfan, 22

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Johnny Figueroa, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ana Flores, 16
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Citlaly Flores,18

CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Cristian Flores, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Sandra Flores, 17

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Norma Galeas, 22

CD 14 Beyond the Bell Mendez HS Site Coordinator

Cecilia Garcia, 23
CD 9 Lead Youth Engagement Co-Chair

Vicky Garecia, 21
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Josue Garcia, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Sophia Gaytan, 11

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Julissa Guardado , 19

CD 9 Invest in Youth Leader

Joana Guerra, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader



Amanda Gutierrez, 24

CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Michelle Gutierrez, 19

CD 7 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Haziel Gonzalez, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Jazmin Gonzales, 17

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Brandon Gomez, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Christian Gudiel, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Christopher Guzman, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Dana Hall, 24

CD 11 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Lucy Herrera

Leadership Director, Legacy LA
Diego Hernandez, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Edward Hernandez, 11
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Kevin Hernandez, 10
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Jesse Hernandez, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Omar Hernandez Martinez, 14
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Michelle Hernandez, 18
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Omar Hernandez, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Aileen Ibanez, 19
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Adilene Ibarra, 15

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
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Adriana Jaime, 16
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ariel Juarez, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Michael Jones, 24

CD 12 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Erwin Lara, 16

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Peter Leonido, Heart of Los Angeles, 18
CD 1: Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Eddie Licon

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Fernando Lopez, 16
CD 6 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Francisco Lopez
GRYD and Middle School Manager
CD 8 Invest in Youth Ally

Maribel Lopez, 22

CD 13 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Cherrelle Majano, 25

CD 12 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Elodia Martinez, 15

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Josie Macias, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Perla Madera
CD 9 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Juan Martinez 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Alex Ludwin Martinez, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Levit Martinez, 21

CD14 Invest in Youth, Youth Leader
Tyrin Mckinney 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader



Marisol Medina 18
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Eduardo Mendez, 18
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Sabrina Mendoza, 17

CD 10 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Maria Mendoza 15
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Thomas Mendoza, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Matleny Meza, 11
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Aramis Moody 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Achilles Moody, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ashley Montoya, 19
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Anthony Morales 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Jaqueline Moranchel, 21
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Kimberly Moreno 14
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Brandon Munoz, 15
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Isabel Miriam Munoz 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Christopher Navarette, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Samantha Nieves, 19
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Josiah O'Balles, 19

CD14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ivonne Orduno, 26

High School Case Manager & Education Advocate
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Sarah Orozco, 20
CD 8 Invest in Youth Leader

Blanca Isabella Palini, 19
CD 8 Invest in Youth, Youth Leader
Beverly Perez

CD 2 Development Associate, Legacy LA

Jose Parra, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Sergio Parra, 11
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Kelvin Perez, 16
CD1 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Amy Pineda, 22

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Cesiah Prado, 24 years
CD 10 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Martin Razo, 17

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Rigo Ramirez, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ruby Rivera
Director of Organizing, Inner City Struggle

Oscar Rosas, 14
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Jancy Romero, 16
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Camila Ruano, 13
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Celeste Ruano, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Alberto Salas, 15
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Ana Salinas, 14
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Angeline Sanchez, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader



Raul Sanchez, 24

CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Maria Sarabia, 18

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Elizabeth Simon, 16

CD 9 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Hailey Solis, 14

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Noah Tarin, 12
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Natalie Tobar, 18

CD 10 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Boris Torres, 20

CD 9 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Steven Torres, 13

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Annette Toscano
Student Success Director, Legacy LA

Jacquelin Vargas, 21

CD 14 Beyond the Bell Assistant Mendez HS
Ashley Valle, 19

CD 14 Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
Phillip Valdovinos

College Persistence Case Manager
Invest in Youth Ally

Lesly Valenzuela, 20

CD 1 Youth Engagement Coordinator
Lindsey Valenzuela, 20

CD 10, Invest in Youth Leader

Astrid Villagran

Best Buy Teen Tech Center Coordinator

CD 10 Invest in Youth Ally
Alan Villegas, 13

Invest In Youth, Youth Leader

Joseph Waters, 14
Invest In Youth, Youth Leader
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